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KACD GENERAL SESSION MEETING 
November 20, 2018 

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Wichita Airport 
 

Those Present: 
 
DIRECTORS:   
 President – William Simshauser 
 Vice-President – Bevin Law 
 Secretary/Treasurer – Allen Roth 
 Director – Jerry Clasen 
 Director – Ronald Brown 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
 Dan Meyerhoff 
 
RECORDER: 
 Cindy Pulse, Administrative Specialist, Division of Conservation 
 
The meeting was called to order by President William Simshauser at 9:27 a.m. 
 
President William Simshauser reported that a quorum was present, and according to the by-laws, business 
could begin.  He also reminded the attendees that only supervisors and only Districts that have paid dues 
in full were eligible to vote. 
 
Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County, was Sergeant in Arms while Rod Vorhees, Wilson County, was 
Parliamentarian.  President William Simshauser reviewed procedures by which Roberts Rules of Order will 
be used to conduct the business session.   
 
Minutes 
President William Simshauser presented the minutes of the November 21, 2017 KACD Business Meeting 
as published online in the convention proceedings.  Ted Nighswonger, Graham County, moved to approve 
the minutes as presented.  Tommy Barrett, Ottawa County, seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  There 
was no discussion. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Allen Roth presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County, made a motion 
to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Daryl Donohue, Wilson County, seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
President’s Report 
President William Simshauser provided a report on this year’s activities.  He thanked all for attending the 
convention and their continued interest and dedication.   
 
Action taken on 2017 resolutions: 
#1:  Add Practice 327 (Conservation Cover) To Eligible Cost-Share Practice List - last year it failed. 
#2:  Maintenance Grazing on CRP – passed, recommend to legislature to carry on with this. 
#3:  Allow Less Than 40-Acre Minimum for Pasture and Rangeland Management – passed; taken to DOC 
to maintain as is. 



#2:  Water Conservation through Xeriscape Practices - passed; DOC currently working with Kearny County. 
#5:  Cost-Share Contract Deposit – passed; this is a DOC-set policy. 
#6:  Windbreak Practice Eligibility – passed and taken to NRCS.  This will be allowed with certain conditions 
(can’t use cedar trees) and will start in 2019. 
#7:  Fiscal Year 2018 and Fiscal Year 2019 Division of Conservation Budget – letter was sent to RACs and 
Water Authority encouraging support of full funding of Conservation Districts. 
#8:  Invasive Plant Species – passed.  Rangeland Committee is working on this and encouraging all Districts 
to visit with their county commissioners and weed departments. 
 
Area Reports: 
Area I - Ted Nighswonger, Graham County, presented the report.  Alan Roth, Ellis County, was re-elected 
as KACD Director.  There are lots of EQIP dollars, very few contractors, wet year, will write letter to area 
conservationist to see if they can get an extension. 
 
Area II - Kent Jackson, Kearny County, presented the report.  Andy Larson, Finney County, was re-elected 
as SCC Commissioner. 
 
Area III - Brad Shogren, McPherson County, presented the report.  Jerry Clasen, Reno County, was re-
elected as KACD Director.  Discussion with DOC about possible changes to SCC Spring Workshops took 
place.  It has been proposed that DOC provide an update report at the State KACD-EO meeting instead of 
at 5 separate workshops.  DOC is working on a way to get information together to get supervisors 
video/online access to meetings. 
 
Area IV – Bevin Law, Clay County, presented the report.  John Wunder was re-elected as SCC 
Commissioner.  SCC Spring workshops were discussed (see above).  For the needs in the county that 
cannot be taken care of locally, contact representatives’ offices. 
 
Area V - Wayne Thorp, Bourbon County, presented the report.   
 
Reports from Standing and Special Committees: (All resolutions adopted should be shown in the 
resolution section of the Proceedings Booklet). 
 
ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Lyman Nuss, Russell County, reported on the activities of the committee, which included the 
following:  5 members were present at the committee meeting and no resolutions were presented.  The 
financial statement was reviewed.  William Simshauser accepted the report as presented. 
 
 
FINANCE & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Marion Krehbiel, Reno County, reported on the activities of the committee.  Dan Meyerhoff 
provided the KACD Treasurer’s Report and the KACD Budget Report.  Steve Frost, DOC, presented the DOC 
report.  Krehbiel moved for the acceptance of the reports as presented.  Don Paxson, Graham County, 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Marion Krehbiel, Reno County, moved to accept the KACD Budget.  
Don Paxson, Graham County seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Steve Frost, DOC, provided a quick overview on the DOC budget resolution.  He explained that it was about 
same as last year with a possible 4-5% increase from last year. Fee funds and federal funds, which are 
important sources, are expected to be slightly increased.   He recommended that KACD support full 



funding for state aid allocation.  Currently not all counties get the full $25,000 match, but there are 
approximately $3 million in other budget enhancements that Secretary McClaskey is recommending. 
 
Don Paxson, Graham County, asked what happened to the $6 million transfer from the general fund to 
the water plan fund.  Rob Reschke, DOC, replied that money has not been transferred for the last several 
years.  Last year the agency put together additional funding requests and some funds have been 
transferred and approved for specific initiatives/special projects.  This was not in DOC’s base allocation 
though.  Rob suggested looking at the Kansas Water Office website for the breakout of all funding. 
 
Marion Krehbiel, Reno County, moved to support the FY 2020-2021 DOC budget.  Don Paxson, Graham 
County, seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  No further discussion. 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Brad Shogren, McPherson County, reported that 45 were in attendance at the Vespers Service 
and that entertainment was provided. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Roger Tacha, Logan County, presented the report.  15 were present at the meeting.  Bill 
Simshauser accepted the report as presented. 
 

Resolution #2:  CRP Incentives For Re-Enrollment 
Roger Tacha, Logan County, moved to accept the resolution. 
Wayne Thorpe, Bourbon County, seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
Discussion: 
 

Jamie Cheatum, Hamilton County, disagreed with the entire resolution and voiced that we would 
be better off without the resolution. 
 
Bill Edwards, Pottawatomie County, asked that all look towards the NRCS specs and look at the 
ecology of native range.  NRCS specs do not allow for CRP to thicken or have as good of a stand, 
and changing regulations on haying and grazing may help improve stands. 

 
Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County, clarified that the purpose of this resolution is providing a way to 
increase acres in CRP, and keeping them would be to allow a reduction in payment for partial use 
of that for haying and grazing.   
 
Wayne Thorpe, Bourbon County, said there is lots of land not eligible to go back into CRP.  This way 
it will keep it in the program if landowners desire.   
 
Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County – the way the resolution is written will also apply to new acres.  
Italics in the resolution is the new part to what already exists.  Don’t want to take out ….increasing 
new and old….. 
 
RJ Dake, Shawnee County, state that this is a non-emergency circumstance; they just wanted 
clarification. 

 



WILDLIFE, FORESTRY AND RECREATION COMMITTEE: 
Bob Atchison provided the Kansas Forest Service update and Matt Smith from Wildlife & Parks also 
provided an update.   
 

Resolution #1 Improving the Wildlife Suppression System in Kansas  
Brad Shogren, McPherson County, moved to adopt the resolution.   
Mark Lehman, Crawford County, seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion:  
 
RJ Dake, Shawnee County, asked if this is because entities in particular places were unclear on who 
was responsible for fire suppression as fires get out of control? 
 
Bill Simshauser replied that there is no particular agency in charge, but they are trying to get one in 
the lead to alleviate confusion when fires occur.  There was no further discussion. 

 
URBAN & RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Mark Lehman, Crawford County, said they had a short meeting. 
 
GRASSLANDS COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Daryl Donohue, Wilson County, reported that there were no resolutions and that the Grasslands 
Merit Award would be provided at the banquet. 47 Grassland Award signs were being provided by Sharp 
Brothers Seed Company of Healy.  Bill Edwards, Pottawatomie County, corrected names (?).  Bill 
Simshauser accepted the report as amended. 
 
DISTRICT OPERATIONS & RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE: 
Chairman Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County, reported on the activities of the committee, which included 
reviewing three resolutions brought before the association and discussing revising association resolution 
format.  Scott Carlson reported DOC possibility of combining SCC Spring Workshops with the state-wide 
KACD-EO meeting.  There were no resolutions.  Bill Simshauser accepted the report as presented. 
 
CONSERVATION EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMITTEE: 
Allen Roth, Ellis County, read the minutes from the meeting and reviewed duties at the KACD convention.  
The Envirothon report was presented.  Kathy Musick, Kansas Foundation for Ag in the Classroom, is leaving 
so her position on the board will be re-assigned.  Donna Meader presented the DOC report.  Students 
gave their speeches, and contest judges received thank-you gifts from the committee.  Allen Roth asked 
for acceptance of the report as presented.  Bill Simshauser accepted the report 
 
Old Business: 
None 
 
New Business:   
None 
 
Discussion: 

Wayne Lukert, Shawnee County, encouraged all to look more at Resolution 8 on invasive species.  
There was a breakout session on it which was a great step that provided great ideas.  He encouraged 



the KACD board to accept any grant request for a template presented from the Grassland 
Committee for districts to use. 
 
Rob Reschke reviewed additional budget information to answer the question asked earlier in the 
meeting.  All of the information he reviewed is on the Kansas Water Office website. 
 
Wayne Thorpe, Bourbon County, noted that if anybody has a problem with the Corp of Engineers 
to let him know. 

 
 
Adjournment: 
President William Simshauser thanked all for their participation in the annual meeting and the business 
meeting.  He suggested talking to legislature one-on-one, at least once a year.  He asked “Can you imagine 
the difference we can make if we all reached out to legislators?  Please help us help you.”  He mentioned 
that it has been an honor to serve as president of KACD.  Changes have been happening and he feels we 
are doing better job of telling our story and people are listening.  Working as a team makes KACD who we 
are today.  He also expressed his appreciation for Dan Meyerhoff being the Executive Director.  
 
Brad Shogren announced that Marion Krehbiel will not run for office next year on the Finance and 
Development Committee and wanted to recognize him and the fact that we appreciate his 38 years of 
service. 
 
With no more business to conduct, President William Simshauser adjourned the meeting at 10:48 a.m. 
 
Submitted by:  Cindy Pulse 
 
 
 

Area Meeting Minutes 
 
KACD Area 1 Meeting – Wichita Double Tree Airport Hilton Hotel 
 
The meeting of KACD Area 1 supervisors was called to order by Ted Nighswonder at 5:05 p.m. on 
11/19/18.  Allen Roth KACD Area 1 Board Member introduced Brett Schmidt, new Supervisor from Ellis 
County. He asked Brett to give a brief overview of himself to meeting attendees. 
 
Allen Roth’s term on KACD Board was up for reelection, Ted Nighswonder, Area 1 SCC commissioner 
conducted the election.  Brett Schmidt nominated Allen Roth for another term as a KACD Board 
member, second by Don Paxson. There were no other nominations.  A secret ballot vote was conducted, 
Allen was reelected to serve another 2 year term on KACD Board. 
 
A discussion ensued about the lack of contractors in some counties to complete EQIP contracts.  The 
consensus of the attendees is for the County District Manager to send a letter to the NRCS Area 
Conservationist requesting extensions to the contracts that cannot be completed by the contracted 
completion date due to the lack of contractors. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 



Area Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 
 

 



Area Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 
 

KACD Area III Meeting 

Monday, November 19, 2018, 4:30 pm 

 

The meeting was called to order by Jerry Clasen, Chairperson, at 5:04pm 

 

Jerry announced Area 3 there are 3 resolutions to be presented at the KACD Supervisors meeting to be 

held tomorrow.   

 

Jerry introduced Brad Shogren for the KACD Board re-election.  Jerry has consented to serve again.  Brad 

asked for nominations from the floor.  Sandra Lyne moved to nominate Jerry Clasen.  Tommy Barrett 

seconded the motion.  Sam Sanders moved that nominations cease.  Marion Krehbiel seconded the 

motion; it carried.  Attendees completed ballots.  Scott Carlson reported 10 votes cast, all unanimous for 

Jerry Clasen.   

 

Brad Shogren summarized SCC updates.  He noted that the DOC has proposed a change for the SCC 

Spring Workshop due to poor attendance.  They would like to do a conference call or video conferencing 

in lieu of a face to face meeting.  Scott Carlson requested feedback on this potential scenario.  He noted 

that the DOC would still present at the KACD-EO meeting in Manhattan.  All attendees discussed these 

options and consensus was that change is likely needed to be inclusive for all supervisors.   

 

Jerry encouraged anyone that has questions or concerns for Area 3 to please ask their representatives.  

Jerry also encouraged those that could to attend the Supervisors meeting on Tuesday. 

 

Jerry adjourned the meeting at 5:33 pm.   

 

Minutes prepared by Chloe Wilson, Reno County Conservation District Manager. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Area IV Conservation District Supervisors Meeting 

Area Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 
 

Monday, November 19, 2018 – Doubletree Airport Hilton Hotel, Wichita, Kansas 

 

A meeting of Area IV Conservation District Supervisors was called to order at 5:09 p.m. by 

Bevin Law, Area IV KACD Director, with 21 in attendance, 16 of those being supervisors.  The 

purpose of the meeting was to elect a State Conservation Commissioner from Area IV, a position 

currently held by John Wunder of Jefferson County, and to conduct any other business brought 

before the group.  

John Wunder reported on the possible changes for the upcoming State Conservation Committee 

spring and fall workshops.   

Wayne Lukert mentioned the importance of education on grassland invasive species.     

Bevin Law reviewed the qualifications for the office of State Conservation Commissioner.  The 

chairperson called for further nominations three times, with no other persons being nominated.  

Motion by Wayne Lukert, second by Richard Runnebaum, to cease nominations.  Supervisors 

proceeded to vote by ballot.  

Bevin Law reported that John Wunder had been re-elected with 16 votes.  

Motion by Dennis Schwandt, second by Gary Shellhorn, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 5:22 p.m. 

 

Recorded by Hayley Bulk, District Manager 

Clay County Conservation District 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Committee Minutes 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 Wildlife, Forestry & Recreation Committee  

November 19, 2018  

Meeting Minutes  

The Wildlife, Forestry and Recreation Committee called to order by Chairman Sam 
Sanders at 10:05 a.m. Monday, November 19, 2018. Number of people present: 25.  
The group was welcomed by Sanders. Sanders then introduced the committee 
members and advisors.  
Bill Simshauser made a motion to accept the 2017 meeting minutes. Seconded by 
Elanor Zwanich. Motion Carried  
Bill Simshauser invited Bob Atchison to come forward and review Improving the 
Wildfire Suppression System in Kansas resolution. Bob spoke about wildfires being in 
issue in Kansas. He also spoke about Shane Neal being new to KFS and would like to 
educate more about tree plantings above federal resivours. Shane Neal came forward 
and spoke about peer to peer outreach – use demonstrations to educate. Will train 
landowners to advocate on approaching neighbors about BMPs.  
Simshauser made a motion to introduce the resolution to KACD to recommend for 
adoption as worded. Seconded by Royce Porter. Motion Carried.  
Discussion was had about being able to get more funding to coincide with the 
resolution. What will Kansa Forest Service do if resolution goes through, will funding 
be funneled through districts/nrcs/rural fire departments.  
Matt Smith with KDWP&T came forward and reviewed positions – losing long term 
employees. They are branching out in partnerships. They have hired employees with 
Pheasants Forever to help landowners with wildlife habitat. There are also new 
positions with KAWS & NRCS to help streamline projects and paperwork.  
Don Paxson asked about chronic wasting disease in SW Kansas. Will there be testing 
and what can be done since it continues to spread. There is currently work being done 
with taxidermist, hunters and butchers to get tests done.  
Great Plains Initiate II – Great Plains foresters show that there is a geospacial canopy 
layer done in Kansas. There is a one meter resolution that can look at windbreaks in a 
new way. This is now a new resource to use.  
Motion and second to adjourn meeting. Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned 11:07 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



DISTRICT OPERATIONS & RESOLUTIONS MINUTES 
 

The District Operations and Resolutions committee met in Salon IV of the Double Tree 
by Hilton Hotel in Wichita, Kansas, Monday, November 19, 2018, at 10:05 AM, with 8 
people in attendance. 
 
After introductions, committee chair, Wayne Lukert reviewed 3 resolutions before the 
association and the committees they will be addressed in:  A) Committee resolution - 
Fiscal Year 2020 and Fiscal Year 2021 Division of Conservation Budget - Finance & 
Development; B) Tentative committee resolution – CRP Incentives for Re-enrollment – 
Natural Resources; C) Tentative committee resolution – Improving the Wildfire 
Suppression System in Kansas – Wildlife, Forestry & Recreation. 
 
The committee chair had discussions with the KACD board of directors and executive 
director on how resolutions are written.  The chair worked with individual supervisors 
and 2 committee chairs on crafting one of the resolutions to be presented at convention 
and how to work them through the committees.  The 5 KACD conservation priorities 
were reviewed.  Copies of KACD’s committee guidelines were distributed.  Copies were 
also available at the committee’s KACD bulletin board near registration. 
 
The current KACD resolution format was reviewed and discussion on changes or 
improvements in the format was held.  It is noted that a KACD resolution is what the 
membership directs the association to do.  Any verbiage that explains the need for 
action by the association is not the resolution.  The committee has already started this 
process on one of the existing resolutions and it was used for discussion purposes for 
further revamping of the format.  It was agreed to recommend that KACD reformat their 
resolutions in the prescribed manner: 

1) All resolutions will begin, “Be it resolved,” and state what KACD is desired to do.  
This would be the resolution.  The resolution should direct the association to an 
action within its powers and authority.  Stating the resolution this way reminds the 
association of the desirability of adhering to the resolution process in order for 
the resolution to be properly vetted in a timely manner. 

2) Following the written resolution will be listed either “Discussion,” or “Rationale,” 
or appropriate language to differentiate any following written statements from the 
resolution proper.  Reasons for the resolution can then be listed in brief 
statements similar to the old resolution format.  There will be no “Whereas” 
language in these statements. 

The committee chair will submit these recommendations to the KACD board of directors 
along with a brief explanation about the changes. 
 
Scott Carlson discussed the Division of Conservation possibly combining their Spring 
Workshop with district employee workshops. 
 
Resolutions:  There were no resolutions before the committee at this time. 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM. 
Respectfully submitted by Wayne Lukert committee chair and acting secretary 



2018 Stewardship Committee 
Brad Shogren, Chairman 

 
On Sunday, November 18, 2018, the Stewardship Committee met at the KACD Convention at the 
DoubleTree Inn in Wichita, Kansas, and presented the Vespers Service recognizing deceased 
Conservation District Supervisors.  Brad Shogren, Chairman, Loren Berndt, Saline County Conservation 
District Chairman, Clifford Thornton, NRCS Advisor, and Cindy Pulse, Division of Conservation Advisor, 
joined together to present the service, in which 45 people were in attendance, and programs were 
handed out to follow along with the service.  Entertainment was provided by Cedar Creek Crossing. The 
Service was from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

 2018 KACD Annual Convention  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMITTEE NOTES  

Committee Name: _Finance & Development 

_____________________________________________________  

Chairperson: ___Marion Krehbiel, Reno County Conservation 

District_________________________________  

Have attendees sign in on an attendance sheet and turn in with these notes after the meeting  

Program Agenda (state briefly):  

Review Financial Reports, 2018 District Dues Report, Propose 2019 Budget and review SCC/ DOC 

Budget Report. Brief review of NRCS Budget Items and consider revision of district dues structure.  

Committee Actions:  

Marion Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. Marion introduced Dan Meyerhoff to 

present financial reports and budget business. Dan asked for any concerns regarding the revised dues 

structure; there were no concerns. Ted Nighswonger made a motion to approve the proposed budget. 

Bevin Law seconded the motion; it carried. Steve Frost reviewed the Resolution #1 for fiscal years 

2020 and 2021. Karen Woodrich reviewed NRCS Budget Items. Bevin Law made a motion to 

approve the SCC/ DOC proposed budget. Ted Nighswonger seconded the motion; it passed. Marion 

asked for other business. There being no other business, Marion adjourned the meeting at 10:48 AM.  

Resolutions:  

(Use reverse side if more space is needed on any section.)  

Secretary: _Chloe Wilson, Reno Co CD, District 

Manager______________________________________  

NOTE: Please take this completed form to the registration desk immediately following your 

committee meeting. They will make a copy for you to use in reporting your committee's actions 

to the membership at the business session on Tuesday morning.  

Please type and email minutes of your committee meeting to Dan Meyerhoff at kacd@eaglecom.net 
by December 15, 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



KACD Natural Resources Committee 
Minutes 

November 19, 2018  
 
Roger Tacha, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m at the KACD Convention in Wichita, KS.  
Roger welcomed the 19 members and guests present.   
Dana Charles, secretary, reported that last year minutes are available for review on the KACD website. 
Troy Munch, NRCS, introduced Matalyn Stark who gave a presentation on soil health titled “Soil Health: 
Coffee to Corn!”    
Kindra Brandner gave a NRCS programs update.  Kindra is acting in the state office and is from Eastern 
Colorado. 
Other Business: 
Ron Brown introduced the following resolution “CRP Incentives for re-enrollment.”  Ron Brown moved 
and Wayne Thorpe seconded to adopt the resolution.  There was discussion on the background for the 
resolution and a vote was made with 4 people voting for the resolution and 1 voting against.  Motion 
Carried.   
Mike Schraeder moved and Jerry Clasen seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m.   

 



 
 
 



Resolutions 
 
FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 
Resolution No. 1:  Fiscal Year 2020 and Fiscal Year 2021 Division of Conservation Budget 
 

WHEREAS, financial and technical assistance needs have been identified in high priority Total Maximum Daily Load 
watersheds of the Kansas–Lower Republican, Lower Arkansas, Marais Des Cygnes, Missouri, Neosho, Upper 
Arkansas, Verdigris, Walnut, Smoky Hill / Saline, Upper Republican, Cimarron, and Solomon River basins; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Kansas State Water Plan has identified the priority watershed areas that need assistance to address 
non-point source pollution problems, reduce urban and rural flooding, and to reduce stream bank erosion and 
degradation of riparian areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, a need for priority multipurpose small lakes projects, watershed dam construction and rehabilitation, 
restoration of water supply systems, and riparian and wetland protection is identified in the Kansas State Water 
Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, a need exists to improve and sustain the state’s rivers, streams and aquifers with conservation grants; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, conservation districts have established a need for cost-share incentives to address local concerns; and 
 

WHEREAS, the conservation provisions of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 2014 Farm Bill) have increased the 
demand for conservation technical assistance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Division of Conservation is responsible for carrying out programs of state assistance to conservation 
districts, state assistance in watershed dam construction, water resources cost-share, riparian and wetland 
protection, multipurpose small lakes, non-point pollution control, water quality buffer initiative, water right 
transition assistance, CREP, water supply restoration, surface mining land reclamation and agricultural liming 
materials; then 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts supports the Division of 
Conservation’s FY2020 and FY2021 budget request as described below, and in addition, supports the Division’s 
request for appropriation language allowing the carryover of funds from the current fiscal year to FY 2020, as well 
as the carryover of funds from FY2020 to FY2021, as follows:  
 

                    FY2020                                
FY2021    
      
     STATE GENERAL FUNDS:                                                                                 
 Administrative Operations $   483,000
 $   483,000 
 
     STATE WATER PLAN FUNDS: 
 Aid to Conservation Districts $2,092,637
 $2,092,637 
 Water Resources Cost-Share $1,948,289
 $1,948,289 
 Water Supply Restoration $              0
 $              0 
 Non-Point Source Pollution $1,860,023



 $1,860,023 
 Watershed Dam Construction $   550,000
 $   550,000 
 Riparian and Wetland Protection $   154,024
 $   154,024 Water Quality Buffer 
Initiative $   200,000 $   200,000 
 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program \ WTAP $   201,963
 $   201,963 
    Streambank Stabilization               $   500,000         $   
500,000 

   Irrigation Technology                   $   100,000         $   100,000 

 
Subtotal – State Water Plan Special Revenue Funds           $7,606,936                     $7,606,936 

 
     FEE FUNDS: 
 Land Reclamation  $   141,921
 $   142,399 
 Agricultural Liming Material  $     34,217
 $     52,450 
 Subtotal – Fee Funds $   176,138
 $   194,849 
      
     FEDERAL FUNDS: 

 Natural Resource Conservation Service  $   900,000
 $   900,000  

  
  
                                                                                                                    
 
   
                                                                                                                                                                                         

     TOTAL BUDGET REQUEST $9,166,074                         
$9,184,785 
 
 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUEST FOR FY2020 and FY2021: 
  
AND WHEREAS, the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts also unilaterally advocates the Kansas Legislature 
to fully fund the State Aid to Conservation Districts program; and  
 
WHEREAS, the annual budgets adopted for every conservation district in 2019 contain certifications of county 
allocations to each conservation district for calendar year 2020, and these district budgets should serve as the basis 
for the Division of Conservation’s FY2020 and FY2021 State Aid to Conservation District state budget request, and 
thereby, for providing the necessary matching funds to conservation districts as provided under state law; then   
 
THEREFORE, the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts supports enhanced funding of the State Aid to 
Conservation Districts program to meet county conservation district budget needs according to the county certified 
amounts as per K.S.A. 2-1907c up to $2,625,000; and then 
 
FURTHER, the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts supports funding of the following Kansas Department of 
Agriculture budget enhancement requests for the Division of Conservation in FY2020:   



 

 

 
 
 
 

Program Description Amount 

 
Water Resources 

 
To increase implementation of BMPs that protect water quality and 
reduce sediment, phosphorus and other specified pollutants in high 
priority HUC 12 watersheds.  To increase the implementation of BMPs 
that promote conservation of both surface water and ground water 
through adoption of evolving irrigation technologies such as soil moisture 
probes and remote telemetry systems.  

$500,000.00 

Watershed Dam 
Construction 

 
To meet unmet needs in unfunded dam construction (approx 100 new 
sites) and for rehabilitation of existing flood control dams (approx 1,500 
existing sites).  

$900,000.00 

Aid to 
Conservation 

Districts 

 
To maintain and enhance conservation district operations by addressing 
annual inflationary costs. This enhancement provides underfunded 
opportunities for matching by county governments as per K.S.A. 2-1907b.  

$31,400.00 

 
Water Supply 
Restoration  

To partner with the City of Augusta in rehabilitation of Santa Fe Lake 
which serves as one of the city's main water supply reservoirs. 

$465,000.00 

Conservation 
Reserve 

Enhancement 

 
To prioritize enrollment of 4,000 additional acres (6,000 ac-ft of water 
rights in the Mid-Arkansas River region adjacent to the hydraulically 
connected Rattlesnake Creek impairment area). DOC will partner with 
landowners, TNC, Water Pack, GMD#5 and interest groups to conserve 
limited water resources.  

$400,000.00 

Non-Point Source 
Pollution 

Prevention 

 
To implement additional soil health education activities in 105 county 
conservation districts as well as to increase landowner / operator 
scholarships for soil health educational seminars such as the annual No-
Till on the Plains conference ($100K).  To increase additional technical 
assistance in high priority areas through the establishment of local 
conservation technician positions in contribution agreement partnerships 
with NRCS ($200K).  

$300,000.00 

Riparian & 
Wetland 

 
To enroll an additional 1,111 Tier 1 acres in the new Sediment & Nutrient 
Reduction program.  

$250,000.00 

Water Right 
Transition 
Assistance 

 
To facilitate voluntary, permanent water right retirements (partial or 
whole) in the Rattlesnake Creek impairment area.  DOC will partner with 
landowners, TNC, Water Pack, GMD#5 and interest groups to conserve 
limited water resources and assist them with fulfilling senior water right 
priorities at Quivera National Wildlife Refuge.  

$200,000.00 

 
TOTAL $3,046,400.0

0 



Resolution #2 
 

CRP INCENTIVES FOR RE-ENROLLMENT 
 

A lot of land will be coming out of the Conservation Reserve Program in future 

years. New methods should be used to keep those highly erodible acres in soil 

saving grass to control erosion and nutrient movement. 

 

The CRP should be geared toward retaining long term retention of benefits once 

investments by the producer and the public are made. These enrolled lands 

should be retained in the pool of eligible lands and producers should be offered 

other incentives.  NACD promotes a long-term strategy to protect 

environmentally sensitive lands by the development of an 

environmental/agriculture benefits index that would drive the program's budget 

allocations to ensure the maximum benefits for the investment. 

 

Also, the original intent of CRP was to set aside 40-45 million acres of highly 

erodible land and this amount should be retained.  An additional element to 

CRP could reduce payments and allow partial use of acres re-enrolled in the 

program and increase the number of acres in permanent vegetative cover. 

 

The Kansas Association of Conservation Districts requests the National 

Association of Conservation Districts to amend NACD policy, 6. FEDERAL 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS, I. Conservation Reserve Program, 5. to read:  

“5. NACD supports USDA increasing new and re-enrolled CRP general and 

continuous sign-up incentives as economic demands change, including up to 50% 

payment in return for being able to use ½ of those acres for haying or grazing 

utilizing NRCS standards and specifications.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resolution #3 
 

Improving the Wildfire Suppression System in Kansas 

 

WHEREAS, Kansas wildfires are more frequent and severe in 

number and size with the two largest fires in the last 50 years 
occurring in 2016 and 2017 (Anderson Creek fire - 313,000 acres/ 
$30 million in damages; Starbuck fire – 509,000 acres/$50 million 
in damages); and 
 

WHEREAS, Kansas Forest Service is the single state entity with 

the unique technical qualifications, expertise, support, resources 
and networks to provide services to local response agencies 
when wildland fires exceed their management capacity and to 
lead the wildfire suppression system in Kansas, yet lacks 
adequate state funding to do so; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2018 Kansas Legislative Post Audit of Kansas 

Wildfire Management: Evaluating the Adequacy of Kansas’ 
Wildfire Suppression System recommends that the Kansas 
Legislature consider amending state law to designate a single 
state entity to lead the state’s wildfire suppression system and 
provide sufficient resources and funding to that entity.   
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kansas 

Association of Conservation Districts encourages the Kansas 
State Legislature to designate the Kansas Forest Service to lead 
the wildfire suppression system in Kansas and provide the 
necessary funding to adequately protect the people of Kansas 
and their properties. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


